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the completely updated and expanded study of the moslem world from its earliest roots to today s headlines complete with
glossary bibliography and index this book is engrossing reading for all seeking a clearer understanding of the moslem world
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the topic is becoming more significant because islam is the most rapidly growing religious in the world this book provides a
thorough and sophisticate but at the same time clear headed and reliable overview kevin lacey

many existing introductions to islam focus predominantly on the middle east and on historical background at the expense of
islam as a lived faith assessing islam as a truly global phenomenon catharina raudvere engages thoroughly with history
explaining the significance of the revelation of the prophet muhammad and the origins of the different sunni and shi a groups
within islam while also giving full and comprehensive coverage to muslim ritual life and islamic ethics she discusses moral
debates and modern lifestyle issues such as halal consumption interfaith dialogue and controversy over the wearing of the veil
diaspora communities are considered with a view to showing how norms and doctrines are understood and sometimes
contradicted in social and ritual practice in addition the author focuses on the meaning and continuing application to modern
life of the quran and hadith as sources for islamic theology kalam and jurisprudence figh the book gives much attention to
questions of universal values islam and democracy gender issues women s rights and pluralism contrasting the thinking of
jihadists and radical islamism with liberal reformist voices within islam islam an introduction offers undergraduate students of
religion and general readers a balanced sensitive and well informed overview of the world s most intensively discussed religious
and cultural tradition

do you want to learn more about this fascinating and complex world religion islam an introduction is a complete guide to the
history beliefs and practicalities of this often misunderstood faith fully updated it also addresses the key questions currently
surrounding the religion including women s rights terrorism and fundamentalism to give you a better understanding of islam in
the world today not got much time one five and ten minute introductions to key principles to get you started author insights
lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success based on the author s many years of experience test
yourself tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress extend your knowledge extra online articles at teachyourself
com to give you a richer understanding of psychology five things to remember quick refreshers to help you remember the key
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facts try this innovative exercises illustrate what you ve learnt and how to use it

the essential introduction to islam by a leading expert hardly a day goes by without mention of islam and yet for most people
and in much of the world islam remains a little known religion whether the issue is violence terrorism women s rights or
slavery muslims are today expected to provide answers and to justify what islam is or is not but little opportunity exists either
in the media or in society as a whole to describe islam precisely the question this short and extremely accessible book sets out
to answer in simple direct language it will introduce readers to islam to its spirituality its principles its rituals its diversity and
its evolution

in this book the history of islam and its prophet hazrat muhammad and four muslim jurisprudence and its background are
discussed in great detail and old pictures of quran are also presented please read it and take advantage if any lack if yes please
inform thanks also available in paperback version abdul waheed barabanki

an essential and succinct introduction to the culture history and practices of the world s second largest religion next to
christianity islam is the largest religion in the world one out of every six people in the world is muslim like christianity it s
monotheistic belief in one god it has a holy text and an ethical or religious law like christians muslims are devoted to religious
activities like prayer and fasting and yet many christians feel at a loss to understand this neighboring system of faith professor
james a beverley provides answers to questions many christians have about islam in this short and readable book islam clearly
lays out responses to topics such as what muslims think about god the world and their place in it how muhammad established a
religion that now stretches around the world how different groups within islam define jihad why palestine is important to
muslims what roles women play in different islamic communities and how christians should relate to muslims features include
glossary of terms related to islam a list of frequently asked questions for easy reference topical bibliography for further study

christians of all denominations will find reliable and up to date information on islam and its relationship to christianity in this
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carefully researched and clearly written guide ideal for both individual and group study use it provides an excellent and
informative introduction to the subject

this engaging introduction to islam examines its lived reality its worldwide presence and the variety of beliefs and practices
encompassed by the religion the global perspective uniquely captures the diversity of islam expressed throughout different
countries in the present day a comprehensive multi disciplinary and global introduction to islam covering its history as well as
current issues experiences and challenges incorporates key new research on muslims from a variety of countries across europe
latin america indonesia and malaysia central asia directly addresses controversial issues including political violence and terrorism
anti western sentiments and islamophobia explores different responses from various islamic communities to globalizing trends
highlights key patterns within islamic history that shed light upon the origins and evolution of current movements and thought

a little over thirteen centuries ago the prophet muhammad converted a few arab desert tribes to the belief in a single god allah
thus founding the religion of islam within a century that belief had created one of history s mightiest empires and today islam
continues to shape events around the globe this comprehensive guide offers an informative and insightful introduction to islam
both as a religion and as a political economic force it tells the story of muhammad and the rise of islam outlines the sacred
book the koran explains the five pillars of faith explores the interplay between religion and government describes the differences
that divide islam and above all shows the influence of islam on world affairs this second revised edition provides crucial new
material on the islamic community today including discussion of the gulf war and the salman rushdie affair the rise and ebb of
fundamentalist fervor in iran algeria and elsewhere and the relationships among different factions of the islamic faith there are
also updated descriptions of internal politics in syria egypt pakistan and other islamic nations complete with glossary
bibliography and index understanding islam is engrossing essential reading for both students and all who seek a clearer
understanding of the world in which we live

islam is the most widespread religion in the world which is spread in every city and village its language and culture are very
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ancient and it is the essence of the teachings of the ancient religions of the world understanding the religion of islam is not as
difficult as before because all the translations of the holy quran have been done in most of the languages of the world and they
are easily available either in the market or through online shopping even the government of saudi arabia provides it free of cost
now in the world s most famous universities studies are conducted to understand the religion of islam there are many sects
inside this religion whose views are different because of any one sect the whole religion can be defamed unless there is
information about the sect people do not understand this and try to defame the religion of islam it seems this book is presented
on the occasion of this please read it and gain knowledge if there is any deficiency then inform immediately so that the
deficiency can be rectified and if you have any more information please tell to add thank

recounts the story of muhammad and the rise of islam briefly surveys the koran and explains the five pillars of islam

sufism is islam s principal mystical tradition to its followers it provides the inner esoteric or purely spiritual dimension of the
faith it is a centuries old path to spirituality with devotees throughout the islamic world fundamentally influencing muslim belief
to non muslim observers it remains exotic mysterious and little understood mystical islam is an accessible introduction that
encompasses the history of the sufi spiritual tradition ranging from the great mughal and safavid empires of india and persia to
the whirling dervishes of ottoman turkey julian baldick reveals the continuing relevance of the sufi spiritual experience and
introduces some of the great figures of sufism al ghazali ibn arabi hafiz of shiraz and rumi it is the writings of such masters
that reveal the inner beauty of sufism while offering followers the most profound insights in their quest for delivery from the
narrow confines of the material world at the same time the author s reflections on recent sufi scholarship and his fresh
perspectives on this tradition of belief and devotion will prove essential for students and highly stimulating for general readers

the faith of a billion muslims today developed over fourteen centuries is sympathetically and skillfully presented in this
marvelous introduction hewer s extensive knowledge and contextually sensitive presentation yield an exceptionally rich and
faithful account presupposing no prior knowledge of the traditions without orientalist western or christian biases includes
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diagrams glossary and easy to follow references to the qur an

do you want to learn more about this fascinating and complex world religion islam an introduction is a complete guide to the
history beliefs and practicalities of this often misunderstood faith fully updated it also addresses the key questions currently
surrounding the religion including women s rights terrorism and fundamentalism to give you a better understanding of islam in
the world today not got much time one five and ten minute introductions to key principles to get you started author insights
lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success based on the author s many years of experience test
yourself tests in the book and online to keep track of your progress extend your knowledge extra online articles at teachyourself
com to give you a richer understanding of psychology five things to remember quick refreshers to help you remember the key
facts try this innovative exercises illustrate what you ve learnt and how to use it

for the public at large shi ism often implies a host of confused representations suggesting more often than not obscurantism
intolerance political violence and other ignominies running hot or cold in response to world events in fact for many people shi
ism stands for radical islam or worse islamic terrorism in some respects nothing is more familiar than shi ism and yet nothing is
more misunderstood for some twenty years the media have increased their coverage of the phenomenon never or only rarely do
they formulate the question we ask here what is shi ism what is this belief that inspires millions of people dispersed throughout
the world this book provides a broad based introduction to shi i islam it examines what the shi i believe how they see
themselves and how they view the world it includes a thorough examination of doctrine philosophy the shi i approach to the
qur an and the historical evolution of shi ism as a branch of islam too often and too quickly the conclusion is drawn that shi
ism is a marginal heretical sect fundamentally alien to the deeper truth of the great religion of islam thrust by historical
accident onto the political stage shi ism either speaks the truth of islam meaning that it is a truth of terror or it is entirely
foreign to islam and therefore merits outright rejection as islamic fundamentalists and some individuals repeatedly claim this
book intends to explain why such common misunderstandings of shi ism have taken root written in an accessible format and

6 Islam An Introduction



Islam An Introduction

providing a thorough overview of shi ism this book will be an essential text for students and scholars of islamic studies or
iranian studies

during the formative period of islam in the first centuries after muhammad s death two particular intellectual traditions emerged
sunnism and shi ism sunni muslims endorsed the historical caliphate while shi i muslims supporters of ali cousin of the prophet
and the fourth caliph articulated their own distinctive doctrines the sunni shi i schism is often framed as a dispute over the
identity of the successor to muhammad whereas in reality sunni and shi i muslims also differ on a number of seminal
theological doctrines concerning the nature of god and legitimate political and religious authority this book examines the
development of shi i islam through the lenses of belief narrative and memory it also covers a wide range of shi i communities
from the demographically predominant twelvers to the transnational isma ilis to the scholar activist zaydis the portrait of shi
ism that emerges is that of a distinctive and vibrant community of muslims with a remarkable capacity for reinvention and
adaptation grounded in a unique theological interpretation of islam
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